
 

Colombia, the magical realism of politics: 
Between nominal inclusion and real exclu-
sion (in the time of COVID-19). 
 
Let's start with a phrase that I recently got in a dream: if the other does 
not exist, there is not us. It is a phrase that sums up what has happened 
in Colombia, and perhaps in many parts of the world. But this presenta-
tion refers to the most specific of Colombia, which today is presented as 
a catastrophic model of welfare policy, which is written in the laws, 
named, disclosed, but almost never carried out. 
This idea is not only supported on an interpretation of what they called 
as Colombian magical realism, where the imagination is superimposed 
on reality, but on a basic structuralist idea: a state, a society, or an indi-
vidual responds with what it is, or better, to put it negatively: no one can 
give what they do not have or have. 
Why is Colombia listed in the international pandemic management 
classifications as the third worst country to face it? What happened in 
Colombia with the historical event of Covid-19? What happened to the 
economy, to peace, to employment, to women, to children and adoles-
cents, to the elderly and to the vaccination process? What operation of 
nominal policies, deeded with low levels of execution have occurred? 
And how does state propaganda create languages, euphemisms and 
neologisms to generate a sense of progress in the midst of an ethic of 
death? These are some of the questions that seek to approximate an 
answer around the title "Colombia, the magical realism of politics: be-
tween nominal inclusion and real exclusion (in the time of COVID-19)." 
And around the opening sentence: if the other does not exist, there is 
not us. 
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