
 

Georgian Illuminated Manuscripts 
 
Georgian culture is an integral part of World civilization, created 
on the crossroads of European and Asian interactions represents 
the unique character of the artistic development.  
In our presentation: “Georgian Illuminated Manuscripts,” all the 
existed material and information about Georgian Scriptoria of 
that time will be gathered, collated, analyzed and processed. The 
subject of this project is the problem of cultural relations between 
Georgia and Christian World in the 9-16th centuries based on the 
book art.  
Our research is to present the study of the 9th-18th century ma-
nuscripts executed at the different Georgian Scriptoria (centers 
of Georgian miniature painting). On the basis of artistic and pa-
leographic materials we must observe the activity of the Scripto-
ria in the field of Book illumination; present iconographic, artistic-
stylistic peculiarities and determine transmission of the artistic 
features among them. We will show the illumination principles in 
chronological frames; reveal the evolution of the artistic forms, 
the compositional interrelation between the text and illustration, 
the common line of development and the stability of artistic tradi-
tions.  
Our goal is to observe the objective laws in manuscript illumina-
tions, fix the illumination principles and determine the national 
characteristics of the book illustration.  
Presentation reflects the historical line of the development of the 
book illumination in different scriptoria and the illustrative tradi-
tion presented in the manuscripts. In the history of Georgian 
Book illumination we can distinguish the artistic centers, which 
are connected with local tradition on one hand, and the strong 
Byzantine influence is felt on the other, as well as East Christian 
artistic-traditions.  
 
Our lecture is the attempt to show the main trends of the book 
illumination with the chronological-thematic principles in the con-
text of time, place and society; the main directions of medieval 
book illumination will be analyzed; iconographic and stylistic 
characteristics will be also revealed by studying main items of 
Byzantine and Georgian book illumination, attracting special at-
tention to the artistic inclinations and traditions of miniature paint-
ing schools of East Christian World (Syriac, Coptic, Armenian), 
West Europe and Oriental countries. 
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