
 

Child rights principles in policy makers’ 
narratives 
30 years after the CRC, a state cannot be considered fully democratic and 
morally responsible if it does not extensively evaluate the risks of a global 
crisis upon the lives of the children. This research discusses the topic of 
centrality of children’s rights for policy makers situated at local or national 
level of the political or administrative structures and critically analyses pol-
icy roles in transposing the CRC into a living legal instrument able to serve 
the best interest of children.  
According to Kids Rights Index , in 2020 Romania has ranked 129 among 
182 countries, somewhat worsening since 2018, based on the last review-
ing by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. This analysis is based 
on the reflections of a group of researchers involved in the project Cosmo-
politan Turn and Democratic Sentiments (CONSENT), a Romanian-Norwe-
gian project looking at differences and similarities in attitudes towards chil-
dren’s rights in two culturally, historically, economically and politically 
merely different countries. This project gave us the opportunity to listen to 
28 Romanian experts who expressed their opinions on the status quo of 
enforcing the Children’s Rights Convention in different areas involving chil-
dren’s lives: the right to education and health, participation in decision 
making, violence against children in the families and in institutions and 
other areas according to the expertise of the interviewed people. The inter-
view guide pointed to topics like the centrality of children’s best interest in 
the professional area of the expert, and obstacles to its application; the 
topic of children’s participation in decision making and its barriers; the topic 
of violence against children in families, communities and institutions and 
the translation of legislation into practice, in usual and exceptional periods.  
 
The presentation will explore the attitudes of Romanian decision-makers 
from the point of view of their awareness of problems, the breaches of laws 
regulating children’s right, and the readiness to act on behalf of children, 
we often encountered several obstacles to changing the system mentioned 
by the respondents, as: lack of financial resources for implementing chil-
dren’s rights (not only during pandemics), lack of collaboration between 
sectors and professions, blaming parents, lack of professional competence 
and feeling of responsibility of (other, generally lower level) staff. The atti-
tudes of respondents revolve around a moral philosophy of helping marked 
by different feelings, rather than principles and concepts, or systematic 
data collection and evaluation. They show the awareness of decision-mak-
ers of the persistence of traditionally inefficient, often law breaching and 
abusive workplace cultures, the disjunction between administrative and 
practical work with children and families, the discretionary decision-making 
in education and child protection cases, and insufficient professionalization. 
This is often accompanied by mostly blaming parents for children’s suffer-
ing and by pointing to the responsibility of other organizations and profes-
sionals, finding excuses for the status quo. The results are compared to 
those already mentioned by previous studies (Dickens & Serghi, 2000; 
Roth, 2020; Shelton, K, Haddock, G., Ottaway, H. (2018) and similar analy-
sis fulfilled in Norway, one of the countries with highest child protection in-
dex. 
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